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Holy Week & Resurrection Eggs 
 
Introduction: Below are devotionals for each day during Holy Week that we don’t have worship 
together. You can also use plastic resurrection eggs and place the suggested item inside the egg as 
a visual reminder for the day.  Children received eggs last year that could be used again this year for 
the devotional. Happy Easter! 
 
Sunday: 1 (palm) leaf of some kind  
Reading: John 12:12-19 
 
Monday: 3 dimes (30 pieces of silver)   
Reading: Matthew 26:14-16, 20-25    
Reflection: Matthew explains that Judas left the company of Jesus to negotiate with the chief priests. 
In Godfather fashion he asks them to make him an offer that he can’t turn down. The transaction ends 
with him accepting their 30 pieces of silver. We’re told that afterwards he looked for the right moment 
to hand Jesus over and complete the deal.  There are things in our own lives that drive us away from 
the feet of Jesus to the promises of richness elsewhere.  We negotiate our own deals of faithfulness 
and plot a different path along the way. Jesus knew Judas and he knows the deepest recesses of our 
hearts. Judas still joined Jesus at the table and had his feet washed by Jesus.  We don’t have to hide 
from Jesus or earn His love. Judas physically comes to the table with Jesus but isn’t willing to 
acknowledge his spiritual failure until it is too late. The beginning of Holy Week is a great time to ask 
God to reveal our own negotiations so we may clearly see our own hearts.  
  
Tuesday: small piece of soap or gauze for a towel 
Reading: John 13:1-17 
Reflection: I recently was part of a conversation with other pastors about the current pandemic. One 
of them described the new struggle of so many of our church members hearing sermons at home 
from well-known preachers and comparing their local pastor to them.  The temptation for Christian 
leaders is that they need to come across stronger, more charismatic, and wiser than those around 
them to be seen as a good preacher or leader. Jesus washed his disciples in a way that 
foreshadowed his cleansing blood on the cross. Jesus answered Peter, “Unless I wash you, you have 
no part with me.”  His most powerful act of dying on the cross would be seen as an act of humiliation 
that raised us up. He washed feet as an example of humility that marked his leaders and revealed the 
very nature of His love.  One of the most powerful and compelling chapters of the Easter story is that 
an all-powerful God could offer Himself in death for you and me. Take a few minutes to ponder the 
magnificence of that today. 
 
Wednesday: rope or string, purple fabric 
Reading: Mark 15:1-15 
Reflection: This year we’ve utilized the Deniers drama for our preaching series during Lent. One of 
the most intense moments of the drama is when the individual deniers join forces to form the crowd 
before Jesus Christ.  The entire drama we’ve heard from one or two people and now a crowd forms 
that begins to shout, “Crucify him!” It sends chills down my spine every time and makes me extremely 
uncomfortable. Pilate had asked them to choose a prisoner to release as part of their custom at the 
festival. They chose a murderer named Barabbas to set free.  Pilate followed up by asking what evil 
Jesus had done? The crowd took up the chorus again in louder tones.  The roar of “Crucify him!” 
deafened the song of justice. This was the beginning of the end. Jesus was taken away to be flogged, 
mocked, and crucified, while Barabbas went free into a brand new life. Today, take a moment to read 
the story and insert your own name for Barabbas.  The punishment that was upon Jesus was due to 
us. The righteous One died for the insurrectionist that looks back at you in the mirror.  Very rarely will 
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someone die for a good man, but there is One who set us free while we were yet rebellious against 
Him.  
 
Thursday: a small cup like a communion cup or make one out of clay 
Reading: Luke 22:13-23 & Luke 22:39-46 
Reflection: Jesus gathered with his disciples and held out the cup of blessing that was signified by his 
blood. The cup would be a reminder of forgiveness, an experience of sustaining grace, and a sign of 
a second coming and future, heavenly banquet. Later, Jesus would pray alone and talk about drinking 
the cup that signified the wrath of God against sin.  That’s one of the most special parts of the cup in 
communion. We look down into the deep redness and recognize that God has poured out eternal 
blessings in it by drinking the cup of wrath Himself. This is a time to enter into prayer with Jesus, 
thanking Him for forgiving you, asking God to protect us from temptations, and committing to His will 
being done in our lives. 
 
Friday: a cross 
Reading: John 19:16-30 
Reflection: I had a professor that used to warn against labeling people too quickly because “labels are 
sticky.” Jesus was crucified between two rebels with a sign fixed above his head that read “JESUS 
OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” This was a sign that was used to describe the charge or 
cause of the crucifixion. A crucifixion would draw people toward the cross and the sign was a visible 
warning of the need to be loyal to Rome. However, in John’s gospel the chief priests are still not 
satisfied with the crucifixion and complain to Pilate. Their issue is that the words of the sign should 
read that this was a claim Jesus made rather than a reality.  Pilate refuses to give in and stands by 
the written message. If anything, the sign or label was an understatement of his kingship over all the 
world. Jesus took his last breath; the earth shook over it and tombs opened up!  Now, Jesus sits at 
the right hand of God as ruling king and no sign can fully describe the way He cares for His people. 
 
Saturday: rock or bandage  
Reading: John 19:31-42 
Reflection: One of the great surprises of the burial story is the unanticipated appearance of 
Nicodemus.  Here was a Pharisee, a member of the ruling council that joined Joseph of Airmathea to 
prepare Jesus’ body for burial.  Nicodemus not only showed up to help Joseph but brought a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes. Did he come to the tomb in confidence or among the shadows again? It was 
Nicodemus that had come to Jesus under the cover of night in John 3. He addressed Jesus as Rabbi 
and a teacher. He had confidence that God was with Him because of the signs Jesus performed 
before people. I’ve wondered what Nicodemus thought about as he rubbed ointment upon the dead 
body of Jesus. Perhaps Nicodemus thought about Jesus’ words that, “the Son of Man must be lifted 
up” (John 3:14) and felt confused by his death and descent into a grave.  My hope is that the words 
“God so loved the word that he gave his one and only son” (John 3:16) were the ones that made 
sense in that moment.  Jesus told Nicodemus that God’s kingdom could only be seen by those born 
again by water and Spirit. I’ve always dreamed that this was the eve of Nicodemus’ rebirth in Jesus 
Christ. That the mourning and lost hope of Saturday was replaced by faith that “whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). There are lots of Nicodemus’ around us. They 
are folks that are looking for Jesus. They need someone to tell them of the rebirth that comes from 
Jesus’ Sunday resurrection as they stand in the death of Saturday. 
 
Easter: empty for the tomb 
Reading: Matthew 28:1-10 
  


